
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

11 October 2019 
 

 

A message from the Deputy Headteacher  
This week a mysterious box from the Galapagos Islands was delivered 

to year 6!  Inside was a beetle, some fossils and some old notes which 

were made by Charles Darwin!  The children were very excited by this 

and have written some excellent newspaper reports about it.  Watch 

this space for some more information from them! 

 

We also had a visit from the police on Wednesday.  The reception 

children have been learning all about people who help them.  They haqd 

a visit from two officers who brought lots of equipment and their 

patrol car – the siren was very loud!  See pictures below. 

 

Well done to the girl’s football teams in years 3 to 6.  They were 

playing in tournaments on Tuesday and Wednesday this week.   They 

demonstrated excellent sportsmanship and teamwork.  

 

Rotary Club Dictionaries 
We would like to thank the Rotary Club for their generous donation of 

dictionaries to every child in year 3.  The children were very excited to 

receive these dictionaries and I am sure they will put them to good 

use.   

 

Parents Evening 
You should by now have your times for parents evening next week.  We are looking forward to welcoming you in 

to school, to give you the opportunity to look at the fantastic work your children have been doing and to talk to 

the teachers about progress and how it is possible to support your child at home. 

 

School uniform 
The children here at Woodlands do generally look very smart and take a pride in their appearance.  While going 

around the school I have noticed a few people wearing trainers and girls wearing nail varnish.  If you are unsure 

of the policy we have attached a copy to this newsletter; it can also be found on the website. 

 

Welcome to new staff 
I am very pleased to welcome two new members to our teaching staff.  Mr J Cole will be joining our year 6 team 

after half term.  He will be mainly teaching 6A with Mrs Gee.  I would also like to welcome Mrs N Fisher, who 

will be joining the year 5 team.  She will be teaching 5B with Mrs Clark.   

 

 

Attendance 
 

At Woodlands Primary Academy we 

know that good attendance is the key 

to successful schooling.  Although we 

aim for 100% attendance, each year 

we set ourselves a target for 

attendance which is used to compare 

us to other schools.  Our current 

target is 97% attendance.   

 

RA: 94.7% RB: 93% 

1A: 99.3% 1B: 98.8% 

2A: 99.3% 2B 97% 

3A: 97.1% 3B: 96% 

4A: 96.1% 4B: 98.5% 

5A: 94%  5B: 93.3% 

6A: 92.7% 6B: 94.8% 
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I am sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Dixon-Grant, I would like to thank her for the support she has given the 

children in year 5 and for all her hard work.  Good luck in all that you do in the future.   

We are also saying goodbye to Mr Tozer, who has been in year 6 since the start of the year. 

We appreciate the hard work and great teaching you have given our children over this half  

term, and I am sure we will see you again.    

 

Working together – PTA 
We had a very productive PTA meeting this week.  The 

PTA is a very important part of the school community, 

raising money to support the needs of all our children.  

I would like to thank the PTA members for working 

hard in their own time to organising discos and events, 

finding prizes, fund raising and talking to local 

businesses about supporting the school. See below for 

more PTA news. 

 

Harvest time 
We will be celebrating Harvest on Monday at St 

Nicholas Church, Bradwell.  Thank you for the food 

donations we have received so far, if you have not 

donated yet, please bring in your donations on Monday.  

We will collect all of the food together and then 

arrange, through the church, to have it distributed to 

members of the local community, in need of help.   We 

thank you, as always, for 

your support of the school 

in helping those in need.  

 

 

 

Our Town Week - 28 October – 1 

November 
Every year the trust run a project week across all 

primary schools – The Our Town week.  Last year the 

children learnt about the history of the local area.  

This year the focus is on the diversity of the local 

community.  We will be learning about the different 

cultures we have within our school community, and 

those who live in the local area.  This week will be a 

celebration of dance, food, stories, beliefs and art 

from around the world; activities will vary from 

learning traditional English sea shanties to Greek 

dancing to making Lithuanian cookies.   If you would 

like to come in to school during that week to work with 

your child’s class and teach them a traditional dance, 

tell tales or help prepare foods from around the world 

Sports news 
 Yr5/6 Girls football 

On Tuesday 8th October our Year5/6 girl’s football 

teams represented Woodlands with great enthusiasm at 

the East Norfolk schools games competition. There were 

eight teams in total including our two teams and the 

quality of football being played was high across the 

board. The A team played some tough competition early 

on but managed to hold them off to secure two wins. 

Their good form carried on for the rest of the 

competition where they managed to win every game apart 

from one which resulted in a draw. The B team also 

secured wins throughout the day with Lottie putting in a 

strong performance in defence. Well done to all the girls 

and good luck to the A team who will progress onto the 

Norfolk finals day in the spring term.  

 

Year 3/4 Girls Football 

On Wednesday 9th October our Year 3 and 4 girls were in 

action at the East Norfolk football tournament. We 

fielded two teams who both shone for the school on what 

was a wet and windy afternoon. Our B team fought 

against some tough competition on the pitch with some 

excellent goal keeping and a fantastic goal from Gracie 

towards the end of the day. Our A team had great 

composure on the ball and a solid structure off the ball 

which ensured they secured wins in all their games apart 

from one. This means our A team will now progress on to 

the Norfolk finals in the spring term. Well done to all the 

girls involved in representing the school in such a positive 

way.  

 

Outside Gym 
Every year we are given a grant to improve PE provision 

in the school.  Part of this grant will be spent on 

installing an outside gym on the playground.  There will be 

8 pieces of equipment that the children will be able to 

use at playtimes and lunchtimes, as well as in lessons.  

Thank you to the PTA for supporting this project and 

donating a piece of equipment. 
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please speak to the class teachers.  On the Friday afternoon we will be inviting family and friends into school to 

look at the work done during the week, possibly try different foods and dances! 

 

School dinners 
The new dinner menu is going down well with the children.  The week beginning Monday 14th October will be 

week 2.  The school council have been surveying the children about school dinners and what food they would 

like.  Some of the suggestions can be found on the new menu. 

 

 
The PTA raise funds for the school through-out the year.  Some of the money raised by the PTA has been 

spent on: 

 

 Year 6 leavers event - Year 6 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their African Drumming workshop last year 

which was funded by the PTA. The workshop was put on by The Education Group who run a vast range 

of sessions for children of all ages. An enthusiastic and experienced instructor came to the school and 

spent the first half of the morning with 6A and the second half of the morning with 6B. Using 

traditional African djembe drums, children created sounds and music from the African continent. 

Every child fully immersed themselves in the experience and loved the feeling of unity as they were 

part of a drum circle. They not only experience playing the drums but also conducting the rest of the 

group! It created a real buzz in the year group and was an experience they are sure to remember 

 Playground markings - The PTA spent £1,807 on some new markings which were laid down in the 

playground during the summer break and we hope the pupils have all enjoyed using them. 

 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who donated pre-loved board games last year, these were 

given to the Breakfast and After School club in July. 

 

easyfundraising – we have signed the school up to easyfundraising, which is an easy way to raise funds whilst 

shopping online.  All you need to do is down load the app, register and shop.  Everytime you use the app the 

company you shop with will donate to the school fund.  Please see the attached leaflet. 

 

Upcoming PTA events: 

 Tombola prize non-uniform day – we will be having a non-uniform day on Friday 29th November to 

collect prizes for the tombola.   

 Christmas disco - the PTA will be holding a disco for all pupils on Thursday 5 December - a letter will 

be sent out shortly.   

 Christmas fair - the PTA will be holding a Christmas fair on Friday 13 December. 

 

At the PTA meeting on Friday 4 October, it was agreed that the PTA would fund: 

 up to £500 to purchase 2 pop-up gazebos that can be used at sporting events to provide shade during 

the summer months. 

 £863.90 for a piece of equipment to go towards outside gym  

 £600 donation towards the panto visiting the school 

 £300 donation towards Year 6 leavers event 
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Some of this week’s learning…. 
 

Yr 2 

To begin our poetry unit we have been looking at a selection of different poems, ranging from a variety of 

animal poems, nonsense poems, poems that rhyme and poems that do not.  We have read them with rhythm and 

expression.   

 

The children worked together, reading the poems with rhythm, selecting verses they enjoyed and then sharing 

them with the class. There were many giggles around the classroom. 

 

As a whole class, we shared the ‘The Poetryline’ website and the children selected the poems they wanted to 

read.  Some of the children were surprised that they already knew some of the poems and were excited to re-

read them, sharing their enjoyment of some of the funny verses.  The children will then select a poem or two 

they would like to learn more about.   
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The police visited reception!   
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Our fantastic football teams! 
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Calendar 
 

Thursday 10th October Reception Open Phonics Session 

Monday 14th October Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 15th October U10 Boys Football League – Woodlands v Hillside 

Wednesday 16th October Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 17th October Flu immunisation 

Thursday 17th October U11 Boys Cup Round 1 - Martham v Woodlands 

Saturday 19th October Norfolk Sportshall Athletics League - UEA 

Monday 21st – Friday 25th 

October 

Half term break 

Wednesday 30th October Yr5 basketball competition against Wroughton - Woodlands 

Wednesday 30th October Class 4A swimming starts 

Friday 1st November Class 4B swimming starts 

Friday 1st November Our Town parents’ event 

Monday 4th November Year3/4 Tag Rugby Festival 

Tuesday 5th November Choir rehearsal for RAH event at St Andrews Hall - Norwich 

Thursday 7th November Open Morning 2020 intake 

Thursday 7th November Open Evening 2020 intake 

Friday 8th November KS2 Choir rehearsal for Festival of Carols – Pavilion Theatre 

Sunday 10th November  Choir rehearsal for RAH event at Langley School 

Monday 11th November Remembrance Event 

Monday 11th November Y3/4/5/6 Cross Country Competition – Bure Park 

Monday 11th November Crucial Crew – Year 6 

Wednesday 13th November Choir perform at The Royal Albert Hall 

Saturday 16th November  Norfolk Sportshall Athletics League – Kings Lynn 

Tuesday 26th November KS1 Choir perform at Sounds4Christmas – Great Yarmouth Minster 

Wednesday 27th November Y3/4 Sportshall Athletics Competition - UEA 

Thursday 28th November KS2 Choir rehearsal for Festival of Carols – location TBC 

Friday 29th November Y3 trip to Gressenhall 

Friday 29th November Non Uniform Day – PTA tombola prizes 

Saturday 30th November Norfolk Sportshall Athletics League - UEA 

Monday 2nd December Year 5 trip to Time and Tide 

Tuesday 3rd December KS2 Choir dress rehearsal for Festival of Carols – Great Yarmouth 

Minster 

Tuesday 3rd December Festival of Carols Performance – Great Yarmouth Minster (evening) 

Wednesday 4th December Years 5 and 6 Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 

Wednesday 4th December Festival of Carols Performance – Great Yarmouth Minster (evening) 

Friday 6th December Years 3 and 4 Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 

Monday 9th December Nursery Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 

Tuesday 10th December Reception Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 
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Wednesday 11th December Pantomime (in school) 

Thursday 12th December Year 2 Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 

Friday 13th December PTA Christmas Fayre 

Friday 13th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Tuesday 17th December Year 1 Christmas Performance (AM and PM) 

Tuesday 17th December Creative Education Trust Christmas Carol Concert – Gt. Yarmouth 

Minster 

Thursday 19th December Last day of term 

Friday 3rd January Staff training day 

Monday 6th January Children return to school 
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Uniform requirements 
 

Reception to Year 2 

Girls 

Black skirt or trousers, white polo shirt, black v neck logo sweatshirt or logo 

cardigan, white or grey socks or black tights, plain black sensible shoes (not 

trainers or plimsolls). 

Boys 

Black trousers, white polo shirts, black v neck logo sweatshirt, white/grey socks, black shoes (not trainers or 

plimsolls). 

 

Year 3 to Year 6 

Girls 

Black skirt or trousers, white blouse with top button, school tie (different for year 6), black v neck logo 

sweatshirt or logo cardigan, white or grey socks or black tights, plain black sensible shoes (no trainers or 

plimsolls). 

Boys 

Black trousers, white shirt, school tie (different for year 6), black logo sweatshirt, black or grey socks and 

black shoes (no trainers or plimsolls). 

 

All Children 

In winter if boots are worn from home, children must change into shoes in school. 

 

Clothing for PE 

Shorts or short skirt, sports socks and a plain white with house colour neck and sleeve band ‘T’ shirt should 

be worn for PE lessons. Parents will be notified of their child’s house colour prior to starting school.  For 

outside games, tracksuits, trainers or football boots may be worn. Please note: it is compulsory for all children 

to wear a swimming hat during swimming lessons. 

 

Please note that ties, v neck logo sweatshirts, logo cardigans and PE ‘T’ Shirts with logo can only be 

purchased from Harrisons Schoolwear, Southtown Road. 

 

Also available from Harrisons Schoolwear are book bags, PE bags and back packs in black with our 

new logo and hi-visibility trim. 

 

Hair and Make-up 

Please note: For both boys and girls, hair colour and styles should be moderate, fitting in with the ethos of 

our school. Make up, including nail varnish must not be worn. Any concerns should be discussed with the 

head teacher. 

 

Clothing - Name Tags 

To help alleviate the problem of lost property all clothing, including footwear, must be clearly marked with the 

child’s name.    

 

 

 


