
Topic Plan 
Year 3 

Spring 1 – ‘The Rainforest’ – Learning about where rainforests are located 

around the world, the climate and structure of rainforests, the diverse life 

found within them and how important they are to life on Earth. 

Key Skills Key Facts Key Vocabulary 
• Use and interpret maps, 

globes, atlases and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and key 

features.  
• Explain about weather 

conditions/patterns 

around the UK and parts 

of Europe (compare to 

the rainforest).  
• Recognise there are 

similarities and 

differences between 

places.  
• Know about some of the 

great artists, architects 

and designers in history 

and describe their work.  
• Improve mastery of art 

and design techniques, 

including drawing, 

painting and sculpture 

with a range of 

materials. 

• Rainforests are mainly 

found in the continents 

of South America, Asia, 

Australia and Africa.  

• There are four types of 

forests: temperate 

deciduous forest, boreal 

forest, temperate 

coniferous forest and a 

tropical rainforest. 

• Rainforests are found 

between the tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn.  

• In rainforests, there are 

no seasons. The climate 

is the same all year 

round.  

• There are 4 layers that 

make up the rainforest: 

forest floor, understory 

layer, canopy layer and 

the emergent layer.  

Continent- one of the 

great divisions of land 

on the globe.  

Country- a political 

state or nation. 

The equator- an 

imaginary line around 

the middle of the 

planet.  

Climate- is the 

average measurements 

of temperature, wind, 

humidity, snow and 

rain in a place over the 

course of years. 

Weather- is the daily 

state of the 

atmosphere or air in 

any given place. 

Tropical- a climate 

that is warm to hot 

and moist year-round. 

Deforestation- is the 

clearing or cutting 

down of forests. 

 

  

Key Figures/Places Reading and Writing Links 
South America 

The Amazon 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghana  

Honduras 

Guatemala  

Henri Rousseau 
 

The Vanishing Rainforest                 The Great Kapok Tree  

 
 

Writing: 

• Persuasive writing  

• Debate  

 

Alongside this we will be focusing on year 3 spelling and 

grammar.  

 


