
Topic Plan 
Year 6 

Spring 1 – ‘Wherefore art thou Shakespeare’ – Shakespeare 
Key Skills Key Facts Key Vocabulary 

• Use a range of historical 
sources to find out about 
a period in history, 
deciding which sources 
are best and why.  

• Know key dates, events 
and figures of a period of 
history.  

• Name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom. 

• Use maps and atlases to 
locate counties and 
compare geographically.  

 
In Science: 

• Recognise that light 
appears to travel in 
straight lines. 

• Use the idea that light 
travels in straight lines to 
explain that object are 
seen because they give 
out or reflect light into the 
eye. 

• Explain that we see things 
because light travels from 
light sources to our eyes 
or from light sources to 
objects and then to our 
eyes.  

• Shakespeare was born in 
1564 (during the Tudor 
period) in Stratford-upon-
Avon.  

• During his lifetime, 
Shakespeare wrote around 
37 plays and over 150 
poems.  

• He married Anne Hathaway 
and had three children 
(Susanna, Judith and 
Hamnet). 

• Shakespeare’s plays were a 
big hit at The Globe theatre.  

• Plays at The Globe featured 
lots of exciting special 
effects, with trap doors, 
actors lifted on wires, 
smoke, fire and even 
cannons! Disaster struck in 
1613 when a cannon shot 
set fire to the roof of the 
Globe and burned it down! 
It wasn’t long after that 
Shakespeare retired from 
the theatre. 

• Shakespeare was known as 
‘the bard of Avon.’  

Tragedy – a serious play or 
drama typically dealing with the 
problems of a central character, 
leading to an unhappy or 
disastrous ending.  
 
Comedy – is a literary genre and 
a type of dramatic work that is 
amusing, mostly having a 
cheerful ending.  
 
Bard – a type of poet. 
 
Playwright – a person who 
writes plays.  
 
The Globe – a famous London 
theatre.  
 
  

Key Figures/Places Reading and Writing Links 
 
Shakespeare  
 
 
 
The Globe 

 

 Class Text 
Macbeth  
 
 
 
 
Writing  

•  Letter 

• Balanced argument  

• Script writing  

 


