
Topic Plan 
Year 1 

Sun Sea and Sand 

Key Skills Key Facts Key Vocabulary 
• Identify & name a variety of 

common animals including 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds & mammals. 

• Describe & compare the 
structure of a variety of 
common animals. 

• Observe changes across the 
four seasons. 

• Name, describe & compare 
familiar places & link their 
homes with other places in 
community. 

• Use locational & directional 
language (e.g., near & far; left 
& right) to describe the 
location of features & routes.  

• Understand how some places 
are linked to other places e.g. 
roads, trains. 

• Fish & mammals live in the 

sea. 

• Animals adapt to live in their 

environment.  

• The beach can be a place of 

fun & danger.  

• At the seaside, we see a 

variety of different physical & 

man-made features, including 

the dunes, hills, piers & wind 

turbines.  

• With the seasons changing, 

we see changes to weather & 

day length.  

• Food chains are important to 

keep life going & if one part is 

removed, animals can become 

extinct. 

• Physical features - Things that 

you can see around you that 

would be here even if humans 

were not, such as dunes, 

mountains & volcanoes. 

• Manmade Features - Things 

made & put there by man, 

such as wind turbines, piers & 

houses. 

• Dunes - Sandy hills which 

provide a natural defence 

against coastal erosion/the 

sea. 

• Adapt - the way things change  

• Environment - the place 

where things can live.  

Key Figures/Places Reading and Writing Links 
• Great Yarmouth 

• Gorleston 
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Simple sentence structure, drama, newspaper 

reporting, non-chronological reports, illustration, 

speech & language. 
 

 


